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Green Goods and Services Jobs as a Percentage of Total Employment in 
a State, 2013
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, “Table 4: Green Goods and Services (GGS) Employment by State, Annual Averages,” March 19, 2013, http://www.bls.gov/
news.release/ggqcew.t04.htm.

Note: The GGS scope consists of industries that may produce green goods and services within one or more of the following five groups: (1) energy from renewable sources; 
(2) energy-efficiency equipment, appliances, buildings, and vehicles, and goods and services that improve the energy efficiency of buildings and the efficiency of energy 
storage and distribution; (3) pollution reduction and removal, greenhouse gas reduction, and recycling and reuse of goods and services; (4) organic agriculture, sustainable 
forestry, and soil, water, and wildlife conservation; and (5) governmental and regulatory administration and education, training, and advocacy goods and services.

jobs out of the economy and it will be a net eco-
nomic harm,” Ebell said.57

A 2010 study from the McKinsey Global 
Institute suggests that clean energy will ultimately 
have less in common with manufacturing sectors 
than with the semiconductor industry, which 
once promised to generate millions of high-tech 
jobs but, instead, mainly employs robots. Green 
jobs employ only 0.6 percent of the U.S. work-
force—a number the McKinsey report suggests 
won’t grow by much. “The bottom line is that 
these ‘clean’ industries are too small to create the 
millions of jobs that are needed right away,” said 
James Manyika, a McKinsey director.58

But even if the critics are correct, the goal of 
green investment is not only to stimulate the 
economy but also to help clean up the environ-
ment. In a column published in The New York 
Times just after the November 2008 election, for-
mer vice president Al Gore called for large gov-
ernmental investments in clean energy as the 
optimum way to address climate change—a shift 
from his traditional focus on increased regulation 
of carbon pollution.59 “With his op-ed, Gore has 
reversed the longstanding green-lobby prioritiza-
tion of regulation first and investment second,” 
wrote Michael Shellenberger and Ted Nordhaus 
for the New Republic.60
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